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A man was walking home from work one day.  He was weary from a long day, and so he decided 
to take a shortcut through a neighbor’s field, and that was a normal thing to do in those days, 
people wouldn’t have been offended by that.  As he was taking the shortcut through the field, all 
of a sudden he got to a certain place and, when his walking stick hit the ground in that certain 
place, there was kind of a hollow thud that happened underneath it.   It was an unusual thing to 
happen for this man, and so he thought, “I’m going to check and see what’s underneath it”.  So 
he went into the ground and he began to wipe away the dust, to clear away the dirt that was there, 
to find what was underneath.  He found first a wood plank and then, as he dug deeper, he found 
what looked like a treasure chest.  He pulled out the treasure chest and opened it up and inside he 
had never seen anything like it before.  It was full of gold and silver and jewels of every color.  
He had never seen anything like that, unimaginable wealth!  He thought quickly and he thought, 
“If I take this right now that would be stealing.”  So he put it back into the ground and he 
covered it up again.  Then an idea hit him.  He got up from that place and instead of being 
exhausted from a long days’ work, a skip started to enter into his stride.  He began to think of 
ways that he could possibly get that treasure legitimately.  He thought, “If I buy the field then the 
treasure would be mine.”  The treasure wasn’t close to where anybody lived that he knew of, so 
he figured the owner probably didn’t even know that it was there.  He thought, “If I sell 
everything maybe I can get it.  Ok, if I do this . . . .if I sell my house . . .I’ll have to sell that for 
sure.  I’ll probably have to give up my prize pair of oxen.  The iPod definitely has to go.  The 
children . . . .no, we’re going to keep the children.”  He figured, “If I sell out on all of my 
material goods then maybe, just maybe, I can have enough money to buy that field, and if I 
bought the field then I would be able to have the treasure.” 
 
This story about the treasure is actually a story that comes from the book of Matthew, chapter 13, 
verse 44.  So, if you’ve got your Bibles, go ahead and turn in there and we are going to be 
looking at principles related to treasure that God has for us, or that we can store up for ourselves 
in eternity, this morning.  Matthew, chapter 13, verse 44.  It’s a single verse parable, and this was 
the extended play version of that parable.  It says this: 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid 
it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and he bought that field.” 

 
I want to read this again and on the side screens we will have a little bit of verses for emphasis 
there, so read along with me and when we get up to the verses of emphasis you read along as 
well.  So I’ll read the first part, you read the emphasized part.   
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid 
it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and he bought that field.” 

 
He sold it “in his joy” because he realized, even if he sold everything that he had, it would cost 
him everything, but what it would gain him is so much more!  This is an unbelievable find, a find 
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that would change his whole life.  This is not a man in the parable that we’re thought of to pity, 
instead, this is a man who is to be envied because he scored the biggest score of his life.  Was he 
smart to cash it all in for the treasure?  You bet he was, because with that treasure it would be so 
much better than life as it was normally.   
 
Today we are going to be talking about investing in the treasure trove; how we too can have this 
kind of treasure.  Because Jesus said, “the kingdom of heaven is like this kind of treasure that’s 
hidden in a field.  It’s worth selling out everything for.”  This is actually an extension of the 
message from two weeks ago, from our RISKS series, where we talked about the “K” in RISKS, 
being a Kingdom Investor.  That week we learned that God owns everything and I am an 
investor, or a manager, of his resources. 
 
Now, in church, often times, people are afraid to talk about money or they are uncomfortable 
with it for a variety of different reasons, and understandably so.  There have been many scandals 
around financial items.  There has been discomfort among people talking about giving away their 
resources towards other causes.  Money is one of those things that is measurable as well, so you 
can go back and actually look at how well you’re doing in the giving category.  For all these 
reasons it sometimes makes people feel uncomfortable, but we are going to talk about money 
from time to time for a couple of reasons.  One is Jesus talked about money.  15% of his 
illustrations were about money or finances or possessions.  Beyond that the way that we use our 
finances touches our soul and touches our heart so deeply that to not do so would be spiritual 
malpractice.   
 
Now many of you remember the last time we talked about money during a message here was 
back in June and on that day we gave away $20,000.00 during the services, and now it’s 
Christmas time and some of your eyes are lighting up.  Keep on hoping baby!  This time we’re 
not going to have any guilt, no obligation, no manipulation; we are just going to appeal to what 
the Bible appeals to, logic and joy.  The concept is this, the investments that you make today can 
rack up for you treasure in heaven that will last forever. 
 
The first thing someone might ask when they hear this basic concept is, is the concept biblical?  
Well let’s check it out.  In 1 Corinthians chapter 3 Paul talks about it this way.  He is talking to 
people who are followers of Jesus, building their lives on the foundation of Jesus, and asking 
what is going to last once we get to heaven.  He says this: 
 

“But each one should be careful how he builds.  For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation 
using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it 
is, because the Day [that’s the day of judgment] will bring it to light.  It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.  If what he has built 
survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will 
be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” 

 
Now Paul has an assumption here and that is, everyone in his audience is building on the 
foundation of Jesus.  The idea is each of these people will eventually be in heaven.  Why?  
Because they’ve trusted their lives to Jesus himself.  They believe that his death on the cross 
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brought about the forgiveness of their sins, and that his resurrection from the dead was real, and 
it’s the thing that brings them new life.  That’s the basic starting place.  He says regardless of 
how you build in heaven, everybody who trusts in Jesus, who builds on the foundation of Jesus, 
will be able to be in.  But there’s more than that.  He says what your building looks like in 
heaven, what you build with, matters.  It makes a big difference.  There are going to be some 
who choose to be cheapskates, and they will wind up with wood and hay and stubble in their 
building, and those people will wind up having their houses burned down on the day of judgment 
when it is tested with fire.  Other people will choose more costly items, like gold, or silver, or 
costly stones.  They will be able to build buildings on the foundation of Jesus that will last 
through the testing.  It is an important principle to be considering, what are you going to send on 
ahead in order to build that building, Paul says in his analogy. 
 
Beyond what Paul says we also have a passage in Matthew chapter 6 that discusses it.  In 
Matthew 6 Jesus says it this way: 
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 
Jesus points out there are two places you can invest your treasure.  You can invest it here on 
earth, and it’s going to be destroyed eventually.  Or, you can invest it one day in heaven, and it 
will last forever.  The smart thing to do, of course, in Jesus’ mind, is to invest those things in 
heaven.   
 
I love the movie “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas” where Jim Carrey plays the Grinch.  There 
is probably nobody else in the world who could play the Grinch like Jim Carrey can.  Maybe 
Wendell Nelson.  But besides Wendell, I don’t know if there’s anybody who could play the 
Grinch like that.  One of the things that he gets right in the movie version . . .he gets a lot of 
things wrong, but one of things that the Grinch gets right is he realizes that all of the toys, all of 
the gifts, all of the trees, all the trimming from Christmas one day will wind up with him in the 
garbage dump on Mt. Crumpit.  All of it eventually goes away and in time every gift that is given 
under the tree will wind up in the garbage dump.  He agrees with Jesus, moth and rust are going 
to destroy everything that we invest in that’s just the stuff here on planet earth.   
 
What Jesus is saying is it’s the smart thing, it’s the logical thing, it’s the joy filled thing, to invest 
in treasures in heaven.  To invest in treasures on earth is not only disobedient, it’s stupid, S T O 
O P I T, stupid!  Now, if you want to be smart with your finances, invest it not in that which is 
going to be destroyed and only last a few years, invest in that which lasts all eternity. 
 
Imagine yourself as somebody who was alive during civil war times and you were a Northerner 
who was living in the South.  You had bought into the Southern economy and Confederate 
money and property and so forth, and you had it on good knowledge that the war was about to 
end in one month, and the North was going to win.  Now if you knew that was going to happen, 
what would be the smart thing for you to do with your Confederate currency?  Well, you would 
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trade it in, and you would convert it into Northern currency because in a month the Southern 
currency wouldn’t be worth anything.   
 
The same thing is true of our lives here on earth.  We’ve got a certain amount of time here on 
earth to convert our earthly currency into heavenly currency.  If we are smart we will invest in 
that which lasts forever.   A.W. Tozer said it this way: 
 

“As base a thing as money often is, it yet can be transmuted into everlasting treasure.  It 
can be converted into food for the hungry and clothing for the poor.  It can keep a 
missionary actively winning lost men to the light of the Gospel, and thus transmute into 
heavenly value.  Any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth.  
Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.” 

 
The smart thing to do is to convert your currency into that which lasts forever.  Here’s the key 
principle of the day.  Here is the treasure principle which actually was taken from this great book 
“The Treasure Principle” by Randy Alcorn.  It says this:  “You can’t take it with you, but you 
can send it on ahead.”  It just makes sense to wind up doing it that way. 
 
Money, it’s important to note, money is just a tool.  It’s just something that is used by God to 
release ministry and help make it happen.  Much like a building is, or a pastor is, or other people 
that serve, they are all just tools in God’s hands that make ministry happen.  But in addition to 
being a tool here on planet earth, it’s an investment in forever.   
 
Now financial advisors here on planet earth might tell you that it would be a smart thing, not just 
to think ahead three months when you are investing, but to think ahead three years, or thirty 
years when you are investing.  I’m saying why stop there?  Let’s think ahead thirty million years 
to the stuff that lasts for all eternity.  Stuff like hungry people being fed, lost people being found, 
kids becoming disciples, babies being saved, justice being served, eternity being impacted, all 
the things that this church is all about.  In the midst of seeing those things happen on planet 
earth, you rack up treasure in the treasure trove of heaven.   
 
When the Lord returns what’s going to happen to the bank accounts, to the retirement funds, to 
the estates, to the foundations that we’ve invested in here?  Well, if they are all still there they 
are going to burn like wood and hay and straw.  They could have had an eternal impact, but they 
will go up in smoke having not been used for the things that matter for all eternity.   
 
My family, when I was growing up, loved to play a card game on New Year’s Eve.  We called it 
Peanuts.  A lot of people have a similar game they call Nertz.  You may have played the game, 
but the goal of the game is to get rid of all of the cards that are in your hands.  You’ve got a stack 
of cards and you try to play all those cards.  Whoever plays the cards yells out “peanuts” or 
“nertz”, and the game ends, and the person with no cards in their hands is the one who wins.  I 
wonder if investing in the kingdom of heaven is a lot like that - the person who is able to give 
away all of their resources at the time the game ends is actually the one who wins.   
 
These give you some Biblical concepts related to giving.  Some people may be asking, “Ok, get 
practical with me.   Help me to think clearly with practical steps about how to go about giving.”   
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Practical question number one that’s often times asked is – how do I start?  What’s a good 
starting place?     
 
If you read through the Bible one of the consistent threads that you will find is the principle of 
the tithe.  Now tithe simply means tenth.  In western circles often times we have changed it into a 
verb like tithing, or a person - a tither, but really tithe just means 1/10.  It goes back as far as 
Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation.  He was the first one to give a tithe and we see in this 
interesting story where he meets up with a king, who would be over the city that would 
eventually become Jerusalem, named Melchizedek.  Melchizedek meets up with him, helps him 
out with some resources, and he recognizes that Melchizedek is in fact a priest of the most high 
God, and it says this in Genesis 14:20:  “Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”  This is 
the first time we see the principle of the tithe in play.   
 
Later on Moses talks about this as one of the Old Testament laws.  In Leviticus chapter 27, verse 
30 he commands:   
 

“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 
belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”   

 
So whenever there was income that would come in they were commanded that your first tenth of 
your income should be given away.   
 
It was re-enforced throughout Old Testament history by the prophets.  One of them was Malachi 
and in Malachi 3:10 it says this,  
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me 
in this”, says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 

 
If you look throughout the pages of the Old Testament, all the giving that was commanded, if 
you add it all up, it actually equals somewhere between 27% and 33% of a person’s income if 
they follow all of the tithing regulations.  But clearly throughout, the tithe, the tenth, is a good 
starting place, a good place to begin.   
 
Those who are Biblically savvy may ask the question, “What about the New Testament?  What 
does it teach about the tithe?”  Actually, in the New Testament the tithe is neither fully affirmed 
nor is it denied, but interestingly every example in the New Testament, every example of 
somebody who gave, gave beyond the tithe.  They gave beyond the tithe.  Every example of 
giving is more, but a tenth is a good starting place - regardless of your age - if you are a kid with 
a $2 allowance, or an executive with a $2,000,000 salary.  If you are starting to begin to give, a 
tenth is a good place to begin.   
 
Now this can be hard for some people – I know it can be challenging.  I remember our very first 
month of marriage when Kelle and I were first married in August of 1990.  I was working in the 
library, the home economics library (such a manly place) at the University of Illinois and Kelle 
was working as a substitute teacher.  Since I was a student we were really largely depending on 
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her income to carry us throughout the month.  She made about $50 a day as a substitute teacher, 
but the hard thing was she got called every day, and we would find out first thing in the morning 
whether or not she had a job that day.  So we never really knew if she was going to be making 
money from day to day.  Well, fortunately our first two weeks of marriage Kelle signed up as a 
substitute teacher, and she got called every single day for two weeks, which meant that we had 
$500 of income for that two weeks.  Now our cost of living for that month was about $850, and 
that was if we just barely pay the bills and live off of Ramen Noodles.  So we knew that our $500 
was not even going to pay the basic bills for the month, and we had a hard choice to make in that 
moment – when we go to church on Sunday, do we put $50 into the offering plate or not?  It was 
something that we really had to struggle with in our hearts.  Are we really going to trust God that 
he will provide for us enough to pay the bills for the rest of the month?  We wrote the $50 check.  
We believed that it was right, and we believed that God would provide for us, and we put it in 
the offering plate, and Kelle got a phone call the next day, and the next day, and the next day.  
Not just every day for the next two weeks, but every day for the rest of the year.  Whenever she 
wanted to work, there was work that was available, and God provided for our needs.  God says 
“Test me in this.  I will throw open the floodgates of heaven if you just trust me.” 
 
Practical one number – where do I start?  Well, start with tithing. 
 
Practical number two – people often times ask in December about the “state of the union” of 
Christ Community Church – how things are going here and what our financial state is.  People 
ask this often times because they’ve got year end bonuses that they are ready to tithe off of or 
they want to give to, or tax situations, give extra at the end of the year.  Some sole proprietors 
give all of their tithe at the end of the year because it’s a smart way for them to be able to 
manage their finances.  Those are all great legitimate things.  I’ve been advised to just be honest 
about the situation of what we are facing here at Christ Community Church and trust God and 
trust the generosity of people here in letting you know what’s going on.  So, financially this year, 
in general, our expenses and income for a month is about $320,000.  Now through the year we 
know that we are going to be dipping into our reserves and then counting on December for an 
extra boost at the end of the year.  In order to just end flush, in order to end even at the end of the 
year, we need to see $625,000 worth of income.  There’s about a $300,000 extra gap over a 
normal month that we would experience here in December.  So I’m asking everybody here to do 
two things.  The first thing I’m asking you to do is to pray and to ask the God of the universe to 
provide for the needs of the church here.  We believe that he will provide and so we are asking 
everyone just to come to the throne and ask God to provide.  The second thing is, if when you’re 
praying for the church he leads you to give, do it as generously as he leads you to do it, and do it 
in joy knowing that not only are you caring for the needs of people here in this world, but you 
are also scoring treasure for yourself in heaven.   
 
Third practical question – I’ve had many people come up to me and other staff in the hallways 
and ask if they could give electronically to the church as an option.  As times are changing often 
times the conversation will come up something like this, “Hey, you know the only check that I 
write all month is the check that I bring to church and I lose my checkbook and I forget to bring 
it and I’m inconsistent.  If I could just give electronically I would be able to be so much more 
faithful and consistent in the giving that I want to do.  Can you make that option possible?”  So 
for those of you who are interested in giving that way, we want to let you know that option is 
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now possible.  You can sign up for it on the website or you can go out to the octagon to be able 
to sign up and do what the Bible says in determining in your heart in advance what you would 
like to give.  For those of you who want to put a check into the offering plate every month, that’s 
a part of your spiritual act of worship and you want to do it during the worship service on 
Sunday morning, that will be welcomed as well.  That would be just fine if that is the way that 
you would like to give. 
 
Final practical detail number four – here at Christ Community Church we are passionate about 
whole life transformation – people’s spiritual world, their relational world, their family world, 
kid’s worlds . . . .and financial world as well.  We’ve got these genius financial gurus and 
counselors and coaches that are here in the church that are offering their services for free to 
people who are Christ Community Church members in the form of seminars and in the form of 
counseling.  You can find out more about that here in your program.  If you want to pull out the 
insert that’s in your program, Good Sense is kind of the basic, everybody should go through it, 
financial seminar that we have here at the church.  It lasts basically two half days and it talks 
about hope and grace and freedom and joy and how your finances can reflect all of these great 
Biblical values.  It takes you through practical steps of how to order your financial world.  If that 
is something that you are working on right now, something that will be pressing into you in the 
new year, go to this.  It will be offered this year in January. 
 
If you flip on to the back side there are more specific things for people who have specific needs – 
lifetime or estate planning, if you want to get into a Bible study where you just get to dig deep 
into financial principles, if you are in a place where you could use individual budget counseling, 
or maybe you are somebody who has been trapped by the credit card cycle and you would like to 
figure how to get out of that.  There are seminars and people that are available for each of those 
and I just encourage you to look this over and to take part in the one that is most helpful for you.  
We are committed to full freedom in Christ here, which includes financial freedom, and we want 
to serve you by giving you all of the resources and tools that will be helpful for you to be able to 
accomplish that. 
 
Finally, today I want to finish off with a challenge.  This is a challenge to the wealthy.  It was a 
challenge that was given by Paul through Timothy to the Ephesians.  He gave this challenge in 1 
Timothy, chapter 6, beginning at verse 17.  Now before we read about the commands to the 
wealthy, let me just give you a couple of tools to figure out if you are in this category.  Here in 
Omaha, if you want to know what is the median income of an entire household in Omaha, it’s 
$52,000.  On the world scale, if you are somebody who owns more than two pairs of clothes, has 
a roof over your head, and clean running water, you are in the top 15% of the world’s population.  
So you can decide whether this verse is here for you.  Verse 17, it says: 
 

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life 
that is truly life.” 
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Three things Paul says for the wealthy.  One is, don’t put your hope in wealth, put your hope in 
God.  He’s the one who gave it to you anyway.  Wealth could be gone in an instant.  If you want 
to be rich, do good and be rich in good deeds.  This is what God is looking at, not the size of 
your bank account.  Part of those good deeds is being generous and willing to share.  If you do 
that, not only is it good in and of itself, but Paul says you will lay up treasure for yourselves as a 
firm foundation for the coming age.  If you are somebody who is wealthy, don’t stop at the tithe, 
continue to give generously beyond that.  As God blesses you more, increase your generosity 
with the blessing that God gives you.  If God blesses you with more, don’t merely view it as a 
blessing for you to spend on yourself, but instead as a test whereby you can ask the question, 
how can I use God’s money for kingdom impact?   
 
R.G. LeTourneau was a man who decided to take this test.  He was a man who owned an earth 
moving machine company.  Through his life he gave an increasing percentage of his money 
away to the purposes of God.  By the end of his life, 90% of his income was being given away.  
He said, “It just came in faster than I could send it out.  I shovel it out, but God shovels it back.  
But God had a bigger shovel.”  Now R.G. LeTourneau experienced amazing financial blessing 
here on earth.  That’s not a promise that all of us have when we give.  Sometimes that happens, 
sometimes it doesn’t happen, but Jesus’ promise is this – that if we sacrifice here on earth for the 
things of the kingdom, that in the kingdom of God we will have a one hundred fold increase on 
our investments.  That’s a 10,000% return on investments.  It’s a pretty good deal, and it’s as 
good as the promise of Jesus.  Investment your finances wisely and with great joy.   
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Father, thanks so much for the opportunity that we have today to use the resources that we have 
to make kingdom impact.  We are so glad for the ways that we are able to do that here as a 
church, and we are so grateful for your promise that not only is it doing good on this planet, but 
it’s laying up treasures in heaven.  We know that you are pleased with that.  So I pray, God, that 
you would help us to be joyful, you would help us to be wise, that you would help us to be full of 
your spirit as we consider how to use our finances for the sake of your kingdom.  We pray for 
this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 


