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We come to the section of 2 Corinthians when Paul talks to them 
about their giving, and honoring God with their money. 
 
I know there are those who think a pastor should never talk about 
money, and those who get upset when a pastor talks about 
money.  
 
People will say it is a private matter....but Jesus and Paul did not 
see it that way... 
 
Jesus said, Be careful when all men speak well of you for you may 
be a false prophet... 
 
There are some of you today that will confirm that I am not a 
false prophet because you will not speak well of me. 
 
Jesus talked about money more than any other subject.  He talked 
about money more than faith, prayer, healing, etc... 
 
2/3 of Jesus sermons were on the subject of wealth. 
 
There are over 2,000 scriptures on the subject of how to handle 
your money... 
 
Jesus taught that how you handled your money was an indication 
of where your priorities are. 
 
I know there are three groups of people that I am talking to: 
 
1. It doesn’t really matter what God’s Word says. Concerned 
 
2.  You are open to what God has to say about giving. 
 
3.  You are currently giving.  
 

The Corinthian Church was an affluent church; they also had a lot 
of new Christians coming into the church that did not know what 
God wanted them to do with their money.   
 
So Paul addresses the subject. Now, I don’t know what anyone 
gives in our church.   
 
But this week preparing for this message I asked Jennifer our 
administrator to give me some statistics of our church in the area 
of giving.  Just so I know where we are. 
 
50% (over) of the people gave nothing last year 
 
5% of the people give 65% of the budget 
 
It is a miracle this church survives and does the kind of ministries 
that we are able to do. 
 
For us to do what God has called us to do, then we have to do 
better than that as a church. 
 
You will have to decide are my beliefs American of Biblical? 
 
 

1. The world’s attitude towards possessions is materialism. 
 
The Corinthian problem was the issue of materialism. 
 
7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see 
that you excel in this act of grace also. 
 
8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter I give 
my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not 
only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now 



finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it 
may be matched by your completing it out of what you 
have. 
 
Paul is telling them that they were not doing well in the area of 
the giving of their resources. 
 
Paul uses “Grace” 10 times, he refers to human generosity, which 
Paul understands to be something given by God. 
 
Grace is the activity inspired by God’s grace that leads to giving. 
 
They were excelling in everything else but this issue of giving. 
 
The three greatest temptations have always been: 
 
Lust of the flesh – (To feel to touch...I deserve to feel good) 
Lust of the eyes – (To have... if it feels good do it) 
Pride of life – (Possessions...I want to be admired, loved, idolized) 
 
16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the 
Father but is from the world.  I John 2:16 
 
When Satan tempted Eve in the garden of Eden, she looked at the 
fruit and saw it and she desired it, it was pleasing to the eye, it 
looked good to taste, and she thought it would make her wise. 
 
Satan comes with those same temptations today. 
 
15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.”     Luke 12:15 
 
Most churches today do not excel in the area of giving. 
 
Why?  Because of materialism... 
 
What would happen if we changed that?   
 

Just imagine what would happen if we did excel in giving, what 
spectacular things we could do. 
 
Self-indulgence is this view that your money is to be spent only on 
yourself.  The more wealth you have, the more you can spend on 
clothing, vacations, etc... Never to give it away. 
 
After all you have earned it, it is yours! 
 
The world tells you if you give your money away then you’re 
foolish.  You’ve earned it keep it for yourself. 
 
17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother 
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s 
love abide in him?     1 John 3:17 
 
How do you turn your head to the needs to a church?  
To those that are in need? 
 
Love is not just with words, but it is with deeds. 
 
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, 
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have 
something to share with anyone in need. Eph. 4:28 
 
One of the reasons that we work is so hard is so that we can give 
to those in need. 
 
The Bible commands us to give as we have been prospered. 
 
2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that 
there will be no collecting when I come.   I Cor. 16:2 
 
This means we haven’t been prospered the same and that we are 
to give according to what we have. 
 

2. God’s attitude toward possessions is stewardship. 
 



8 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia,  
 
(they were poor, but they were generous...) 
 
 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy 
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. 
 
This tells me everybody ought to be giving something.  You’re 
never so poor that you’re not responsible for giving. 
 
Some of the happiest, most generous people I have been around 
are some of the poorest people.  When I have been in Poland or 
Dominican Republic they were so poor, but they were so giving. 
 
Paul was telling them that if this poor church can be generous 
with their resources, how much more should those of us who are 
rich be generous. 
 
If you have an average income in America, you’re in the upper 
five percent of the economy of the world. 
 
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  

I Timothy 6:17 
 

(What a phrase!  God provides us with things so we can enjoy 
them.  It is not wrong to take a vacation or to go out to eat.  God 
provides those things.  Be grateful. 
 
But give back to Him... 
 
18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, 
 
If God has given to you abundantly then give abundantly. 

 
 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that 
which is truly life.     I Timothy 6:17-19 
 
We’re to give generously.  Paul says, “according to your means” 
 
11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in 
desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of 
what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is 
acceptable according to what a person has, not according to 
what he does not have. 
 
God does not evaluate the gift according to its amount, but 
according to one’s ability. 
 
The word tithe means 10% of ones income.  Yet these 
Macedonian Christians were poor, yet they gave more than was 
expected. 
 
They gave “beyond their ability.”  In others words they were 
sacrificially giving.  It surprised Paul how much they were giving. 
 
I will never forget when we raised money to buy and renovate 
this building.  The greatest offering was giving by a girl in our 
Children’s ministry.  She came across the stage with $70 in 
pennies....she gave all she had... 
 
2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and 
their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. 
 
The Macedonians not only gave sacrificially but they gave 
voluntarily. 
 
Churches have all kinds of gimmicks to raise money, but God’s 
method is for you just to give what He’s laid on your heart to give. 
 



When we raised the money to build this building we didn’t use 
gimmicks.  We didn’t put a huge thermometer at the front of the 
church to remind everyone, we didn’t stack bricks, we didn’t sell 
chairs, parking spaces. 
 
We simply told people to ask God what to give and just give that, 
because that is what Paul told the Corinthian Church. 
 
Tonny Ianne –  
 
Paul just told them about the need of the Jerusalem church, but 
he gave no amount that was needed. 
 
3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us 
earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the 
saints— 
 
That looked at it as an honor to give and to take part in the relief 
of the Saints. 
 
The Macedonians also gave personally. 
 
5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 
  
I know of a number of people who are willing to give of their 
money, but not of their time. 
 
They’ll give money, but they don’t want to be involved or to 
change lives. 
 
GOD DOES NOT WANT YOUR HANDOUT, HE WANTS YOUR 
HAND. 
 
The Macedonians first gave of themselves. 
 

3. Our motivation to give is because of Christ’s sacrifice for 
us. 

 

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 
that you by his poverty might become rich. 
 
Without a doubt the gift of Jesus’ life was the most costly gift ever 
given. 
 
The Bible tells us that he was equal with God.  He was God in 
Heaven.  He owned the whole universe and yet He gave it all up 
to become a little baby, he was born to poor parents. 
 
He had nowhere to lay his head.  Not only did He become a man, 
but he became a condemned man.  Not only a condemned man, 
but a man destined to die the most excruciating death known to 
man, even the death of a cross. 
 
The Bible says, He made himself nothing.... 
 
We’re rich in forgiveness...What would people pay to know that all 
their past was forgiven? 
 
We’re rich in fellowship.  What would people be willing to pay for 
the kind of relationships you can develop in Christ. 
 
We’re rich in hope.  What does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world but loses his own soul? 
 
What would a man give in exchange for his life? 
 
Since we’ve become so rich because of Christ’s sacrifice, we in 
turn should give back to Him. 
 
That is what Communion is all about...it is a reminder to us how 
He gave... 
 
God gave... 
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16 



He gave the very best... 
 
God is a giver and he has created us to give...You know why 
people get so upset and uncomfortable with giving sermons.   
 
Because God has created us to give and you have to fight against 
it. 
 
Whether it is materialisms, self-indulgence of greed...   
 
Would you start giving somewhere and as God blesses you 
increase it.  I am not going to tell you where to start giving at.   
 
That is between you and God, but I will tell you, you cannot honor 
God and not give to the local church.  He gave his life up for the 
church. 
 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of 
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning 
the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine 
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 
 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  

 
25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 


