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9 Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the 
ministry for the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, of which 
I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that 
Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has 
stirred up most of them. 3 But I am sending the brothers so 
that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this 
matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4 
Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that 
you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing 
of you—for being so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to 
urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in 
advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be 
ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.  
 
There is nothing wrong with enjoying what God has given you. 
 
But Proverbs would say having more will not make you happy, 
learning to be happy or content with what you already have will 
make you happy. 
 
The wealthiest people in our society are not the happiest. 
 
Learn to be content with what you have. 
 
I want to talk to you about giving. 
 
I am going to give a personal testimony why I give…I think we all 
need to look at that issue and decide why do I give, why is this 
such a big deal? 
 
 And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 
 
There is something powerful about a personal testimony. 
 

So many people have contacted me this week to tell me their 
giving testimonies and what God has done in their life when they 
put Him first in their finances. 
 
God says learn to put me first in every area of your life. 
 
God is a giving God.  When you're giving, you're like God. 
 
The Reason I Give: 
 
1.  I am a better person when I give. 
 
Now I know this is narcissistic, but it is true I am a better person, 
I am happier when I give. 
 
Have you ever given someone something, blessed them, and got 
this huge satisfaction? 
 
That is because God has wired us to give, fact is it is natural for 
us to give, we have to do something to stop the desire to give. 
 
17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother 
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s 
love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word 
or talk but in deed and in truth.    I John 3:17 
 
Karen and I on a walk or when we are in the car sometimes will 
stop at a Kool-Aid stand.  You know the kids that are out in the 
heat, screaming at all the cars to go by, and, you know a parent is 
in the house hoping someone will stop.  So you stop and they 
very excited, then you give them two dollars and tell them to keep 
the change. 
 
You are walking away and you can hear them screaming running 
into the house…Mom, Mom, Mom 
 
When I give I remind myself that I work hard for my money and I 
earn my money. 
 



When I give I remind myself that I live life within my means and I 
have discretionary money. 
 
Many people want to give but you can't because your money is 
managing you...you have become slave to the lender... 
 
If you don't live within your means, have discretionary money, 
then you can never bless someone else, when God leads you to. 
 
When I give I am identifying myself with a generous God. 
 
"For God so loved the World that he gave his one and only Son…" 
 
He has given me nothing but His best for me, how could I not 
give my best to him… 
 
The first reason that I give is because what it does for me, the 
satisfaction that I get by blessing someone's life that can do 
nothing for me.   
 
2. I give because I have committed my life to Him and He 
ask me to give. 
 
When I got serious about my Christian life, I had to come to the 
point and decide how serious was I going to be about my 
commitment to the Lord. 
 
I had to decide at what level of commitment I was going to have. 
 
This was huge for me; this was a defining moment in my life. 
 
I looked at all the scriptures on giving and I realized that Jesus 
talk more about your money, and giving than any other subject. 
 
Jesus knew that your money has great power in your life and if 
you want to know where your priorities are in life it is where you 
are spending your money.  
 
We talked about commitment in every area, but our spiritual life. 
 

We talk about being committed to a sports team, a job, a band 
that we play in, a marriage… 
 
In other words I had to decide if I was going to be: 
 
A Casual Christian 
A Convenient Christian 
A Country Club Christian 
  
Or a Committed Christian 
  
Do I really believe that I can trust Him with my whole life 
including my MONEY. 
 
So when it came to the point where I understood that God 
wanted me to give back 10% of what I made to him that was no 
big deal for me. 
 
Listen I give at least 10% of my income back to my church.  
 
This is not something that I do because I am a pastor, Karen and 
I were doing this long before I became a pastor.   
 
I believe that should know that I am a tither that our Elders can 
ask at any point for a copy of my giving records.   
 
They can only ask for mine, but I believe it is important for the 
church to know that their pastors give. 
 
One reason that I give is the One that I am dedicated to, have 
trusted my whole life to have instructed me to give for my own 
benefit. 
  
If I can't trust him with my finances how can I trust him with my 
life? 
 
If you are still driving your own life then do whatever you want 
with your money. 
 



But I am in a surrendered position and I don't want to drive or 
control my life. 
 
He tells me to give and you have to make up your mind. 
 
3.  I give to keep myself under the umbrella and 
protection of God. 
 
Almost every time in scripture when God tells us to give there is a 
promise around giving. 
 
That he will show His favor on you, that he will bless you, help 
you, give His protection to you. 
 
When we moved from Houston, Texas to Pueblo to start a church 
our home in Texas did not sell.  We found a renter and they did a 
lot of damage to the home, we had to evict them and they left 
without paying.  It cost us thousands of dollars that we did not 
have to repair the home.   
 
I was hurt and asked God why?  Look at what we are doing for 
you. 
 
The house soon sold and we were about ready to buy a home in 
Pueblo which is another God story.  We needed a down payment 
for the home and we were scrapping one together.  And then I 
got a call from our previous renter.  He asked for my forgiveness 
said he was sorry and wanted to make things right.  He asked 
how much did it cost I told him and he said I will put a cashiers 
check in the mail. 
 
God took care of us.  Yea we couldn't afford some of the things 
we once did, but we were taken care of and happy. 
  
We have some great memories… 
 
I have learned this, I am not rich enough, smart enough, powerful 
enough, to secure my families financial future. 
 

I am not rich enough, smart enough, powerful enough, to protect 
myself from the future so I want to keep myself under the 
umbrella of God and do money His way so that I can be one of 
those persons that He blesses and protects. 
 
I need it… 
 
Maybe you are smart enough, rich enough, powerful enough, to 
do that… 
 
I am not, I need all the help from Heaven I can get. 
 
4.  I give because I love our church. 
 
FOR exist to reach people who are far from God and connect 
them to God, to connect people to people in Life Groups, and then 
to connect people to the community through Impact Ministries. 
 
I love the vision of our church… 
 
Every time that I talk about the vision of our church my pulse 
begins to rise.  I love the vision of this church. 
 
We are looking for people who are far away from God and when 
we find them we don't want to turn them into Country Club 
Christians, Consumer Christians, but Kingdom loving Christians. 
 
I love that vision. 
 
You not what success is for us?  
 
When a person who has never gone to church before, or maybe 
they did in their childhood but for whatever reason they quit 
going, the church wasn't relevant to them, didn't apply to their 
life. 
 
But for whatever reason they decide they need to go to church so 
they come to our church. 
 
They come a little apprehensive of what they may find. 



 
People greet them at the door; give them a piece of paper. 
 
The people that are welcoming them are happy, normal people, 
their eyes aren't glazed over, they don't speak in a funeral home 
voice, and they are not somber but happy. 
 
They are friendly and happy and then when this person comes 
into the church they see people they know in the community, 
there is no creepy music playing, it is upbeat. 
 
They may not buy into everything that is being said, but that say I 
liked the people there, I got something out of it, I enjoyed it, my 
family enjoyed it, my husband actually stayed awake. 
 
I am going back and then the day comes when they accept 
Christ… 
 
That we accept people, without any judgment or guilt and we 
encourage them to follow God. 
 
Don't you love being a part of a church with that kind of vision? 
 
Many of you were not attending a church 5 years ago and don't 
you love it that you came to a church and we loved you before 
you came.  You were welcomed in this place. 
 
Listen if you find a church with a better vision, a hotter vision, one 
that fires you up more, that just seizes you then go there and give 
there. 
 
But if you love our church and our vision then give. 
 
When I give I share in everything that FOR does… 
 
When someone is baptized I share in that, I know that it was 
through my giving that allowed the church to reach that person. 
 
Benevolence/Impact Ministries/Pueblo Cooperative Care/Missions 
 

When we see a need and we don't help, then how can we say the 
love of the Father is in us. 
 
When I give it is a reminder to me that life is not all about me, 
and God will take care of me and there is freedom in that. 
 
I give to my church because that is where my heart is. 
 
5.  I give because God has given nothing but His best for 
me. 
 
Wouldn't you agree that He has given His best for us? 
 
When we needed a savior so that we could have forgiveness of 
sin… 
 
He sent His one and only Son 
 
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up 
and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good except God 
alone. 
 
a. Being good is not good enough to have eternal life.   
 
Jesus said there is no one good enough to earn eternal life.  
 
 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not 
commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do 
not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ”  
 
20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from 
my youth.”  21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and 
said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” 
 



Jesus loved him enough to tell him the truth...He knew the man 
would walk away. 
 
Jesus didn’t tell him you have to sell everything to go to heaven. 
 
If you become a giver, God will bless you.   
 
He invited him to follow me...this is what He told everyone,  
 
Jesus knew in this man’s case His idol was money...it was the one 
thing that was keeping him from following Jesus. 
 
 22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for 
he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the 
disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them 
again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, 
“Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, 
“With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things 
are possible with God.”  
 
It is impossible for you to save yourself. 
 
What is the one thing keeping you from following Him.  Your 
possessions, relationships, addictions... 
 
Is that one thing worth it?  

 


