
 1 

 
Dr. John Bisagno 

 
 “Seven Commandments of Stewardship” 

 
 

Turn in your Bibles to Mark, chapter ten.  You remember when I started this 

Sunday morning series through the book of Mark, that I said there are several themes that 

recur.  There are many stories about demons being exorcised, many stories about 

healings, and so rather that doing it over and over again, I did a short series—two 

messages—on healing, and two on demons, all at once at the beginning of the series.   

We have that kind of thing again, where in chapters ten, eleven and twelve, Jesus 

Christ deals with the same issue seven different times in seven different ways.  And the 

issue is of a person’s relationship to his possessions.  These seven things make for us 

seven wonderful truths.   

I want to dedicate this message to all of our young married couples and young 

adults who are just starting out in your adult financial life.  I call it, “The Seven 

Commandments of Stewardship,” or the seven commandments of possessions, or money, 

or whatever you’d like to call it.  But Jesus Christ says seven important things in these 

seven stories, and I want to lump them all together and make one sermon of it.  Would 

you like that better than seven sermons on money?  I thought you might. 

Now it shouldn’t surprise us that the Lord Jesus Christ deals so regularly with the 

matter of a person and his relationship to his possessions.  As early as the book of 

Genesis, the Bible makes it clear that man is to possess what he has as the result of 

working hard to get it—by the sweat of his brow, the effort of his life, his brains, his 

mind, nerves and body.  Actually, then, a person gives of themselves and dies a little bit 
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each time they work hard for something.  So the things that a man possesses are very 

much an extension and an expression of his own life.  Jesus Christ uses this as a 

tremendously important external thermometer for us to look at our internal spiritual 

condition. 

You remember that over in Leviticus, as we have been going through the 

Pentateuch on Wednesday nights, we have seen that the same laws which govern whether 

you hurt a man’s body or kill him, also govern the man’s possessions and whether you 

damage them or steal them from him.  So God is saying that a man’s possessions are so 

much an adequate expression of himself, that you will deal directly and with as much 

dignity and respect to another man’s possessions as you do to the man himself. 

One of the countries from which our Southern Baptist missionaries came for this 

retreat that I had for them was Benin, a little, tiny, Marxist country.  And they said the 

Communists are always saying to us, “You Christians say that your own Bible says that 

the New Testament Christians had all things common.  So what do you say about that?” 

And I said to him, “The difference is that Communism says, ‘What’s yours is mine, and 

I’ll take it.’  Christianity says, ‘What’s mine is yours, and so I’ll share it.’  There is a vast 

difference in the two.” 

Jesus made it very, very clear, and even went into the New Testament so far as to 

say, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  Nothing is a more valid 

expression of ourselves than the things that the creativity and efforts of our being have 

achieved for us.  So the way we deal with them is a marvelous picture of what we 

actually are, and as we relate to them, so we relate to ourselves, to others and to life. 
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This is no side issue, and something not to be dealt with lightly, like so many 

folks who might say, “Well, there’s another sermon on money!”  Jesus, in the short 

period of three chapters, talks about it seven times in seven different ways.  I want us to 

look together at them this morning, and let’s think of them as the seven commandments 

of possessions, or of material things. 

Commandment #1:  (I really do want you to write these down. Jot them down in 

the back of your Bible.  Those of us that are just beginning in life—many of you are 

young and are just coming into your first good job, and it’s important for you to 

understand these biblical principles about a man and his possessions as taught by Jesus 

Christ.) 

Commandment #1:  Riches can be a curse; riches are not always a blessing.  

Do you  remember a few Sundays ago when I talked about the rich man who would not 

become a Christian because his riches stood between him and God.  Jesus told him to 

give everything to the poor so he could come and follow Him.  Here Jesus says in Mark 

10:23, as He looked around, “ ‘How hard it is for they that have riches to enter the 

kingdom of God.’  And the disciples were astonished at His doctrine, but Jesus answered 

and said unto them, ‘Children, how hard it is for them that trust in riches to enter the 

Kingdom of God.  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

man to enter the Kingdom of God.’ ”   

Jesus did not say that it is impossible for a man with riches to enter the Kingdom 

of God, because a man with wealth can get rightly related to God, with himself in second 

place and God in first place, and he still can go to heaven.  If Jesus talked about going 

through the eye of a needle with a camel, that would be impossible.  But the eye of a 
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needle that he was talking about was a small gate.  Around the walls of Jerusalem, you 

see, there are twelve gates where people enter, and horses and sheep and cattle.  But 

camels never got to go inside; they were considered dirty animals because they were in 

the desert.  The sheep and goats and little animals would go through a very small gate, 

just about three and a half feet high and a couple of feet wide.  That gate was called the 

Eye of the Needle, and is to this day.  So as a man was going to go through the Eye of the 

Needle with his camel, he would have to get the camel down on his knees, and push, and 

work, and it could be done, but it would be very difficult.   

Most people begin life with the philosophy that money is the answer to 

everything.  You would not believe that nine out of ten couples I counsel with, unless 

they are really hard-core Christians, the real committed kind, have made elaborate plans 

about  money, job, home, car, possessions, insurance policy, all these kinds of things, but 

not one bit of preparation for spiritual things.  

Our culture conditions us that if you have good insurance, a good job, good 

retirement, even some luxuries, good possessions, good income—these basic financial 

things—you can’t miss.  Jesus begins by warning us that this is not true.  Money, in fact, 

as opposed to being the answer to everything, can in fact be the source of many problems.  

And I counsel with many people whose lives are really filled with great problems because 

they are not related rightly to their possessions.   

The first thing that Jesus says is, “Beware!”  Take heed!  Get the right attitude 

about money.  Not only is it not all it’s cracked up to be, but it can mean serious trouble, 

and can keep you from enjoying and entering the Kingdom of God.  “Beware,” He says, 
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“of covetousness.”  Beware of possessions.  Beware, money is not always good.  It can be 

a curse.   

Commandment #2:  You can’t out-give God.  There is a biblical principle that I 

want you to really grasp today in chapter ten, verse twenty-eight.  Let’s go to the next 

session.  You see, seven times He just keeps changing the story, or changing the location, 

or changing the situation, but the subject is the same. 

“One day Peter began to say to Jesus, ‘Lo, we’ve left all to follow thee.’ ”  Now, I 

imagine that was a hyperbole, that’s an overstatement.  ‘Lo, we’ve left all to follow thee, 

Lord.’  And Jesus said, “Peter, let me tell you something:  No man has left houses or 

brethren…” (You see, He didn’t pay much attention to him saying ‘all’ because He knew 

he hadn’t left all; He just mentioned some things a man might leave.) “No man has left 

houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands for my sake 

and the gospel’s…” (for the sake of the spread and dissemination of the gospel of Christ 

and for the love of Jesus) “…that he shall not receive an hundredfold now in this time…” 

(underscore “now in this time”).  Houses and brethren and sisters and mothers and 

children and land with persecutions, “…and in the world to come, eternal life.”   

Many people think that the Christian just gets an average kind of life down here 

and that all the real rewards come in the next life.  Jesus said that the reward of eternal 

life, the blessing of eternal life in the next life, is just frosting on the cake.  I want you to 

know that if there were no heaven, I would rather live for Jesus Christ every day because 

of blessings and peace and goodness and love and the good things in the Christian life 

right here and right now.  And I also believe that if I didn’t get anything more for loving 
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the Lord here, and I only got heaven, that would be worth it all.  So it is a doubly good 

deal, isn’t it? 

Now, what is He saying?  Peter says, “Well, man, it’s kind of’ tough to follow 

You, Lord; there’s a cost.  We’re always signing pledge cards and building children’s 

buildings and giving money to the missionaries.  And it seems like there’s Billy Graham 

crusades, and First Baptist Church, and all these wonderful things.  And every time we 

turn around, somebody has their hand out.”   

Jesus said, “Let me tell you something.  You cannot give me anything that I will 

not repay you a hundred times in this life.”  That may not mean if you give away a 

Volkswagen you will get a hundred Volkswagens.  But it means that overall the concept 

is there.  Many times they are physical blessings, and so often the blessing does come in a 

physical form, but overall you are a hundred percent repaid on your gift.  Now, friends, 

that’s ten thousand percent!  I want to see Height Savings match that.  I don’t think 

Gibraltar or Guarantee Federal or anybody else can touch it either.  Ten thousand percent 

return on your contribution for the Lord.   

You see, it’s a simple, biblical principle that you plant a seed, and a hundred seeds 

come up.  You give away a little love, a lot of love comes back.  I’ll tell you, the most 

blessed thing in the world I know is the love of my people for me.  I think you love me 

because I love you, and I love you because you love me.  But I get more love back than I 

give because there are more of you.  Whoever you are, the more people you love, the 

more people love you.  It is a principle of life.  You shovel full a little bit of good deed in 

God’s granary, and God shovels a bushel load back in yours.  Give and it shall be given 

unto you!  God’s shovel is bigger, and you just can’t get ahead.  But it sure is a lot of fun 
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trying, isn’t it?  The more you give of life, of money, of love, of fellowship and service, 

whatever it is, you can’t get ahead of God.  You will absolutely not out-give God, who 

says, “I will be no man’s debtor.”  God is not in the taking business—God is in the giving 

business, and everything you give Him, He gives you back a hundredfold, or this Bible is 

not true.   

So, the second principle is, remember, you don’t lose in giving, you just always 

get ahead.  You can’t out-give God! 

Commandment #3:  You are expected to multiply.   

Let us turn to the next chapter, chapter eleven, verse fifteen.  Let’s go clear back 

to verse twelve:  “On the morrow, when they came from Bethany, He was hungry.  

Seeing the fig tree afar off, having leaves, He came by happenstance perchance he might 

find anything thereon, hoping to find some fruit.  When He came to it, He found nothing 

but leaves, for the time of figs was not yet.  And Jesus answered and said unto it, ‘No man 

eat fruit of thee hereafter forever.’  And the disciples heard it.” 

Here was a tree that was not doing what it was supposed to be doing.  And what is 

a fig tree supposed to be doing?  It was supposed to be bearing figs.  Now, that fig tree 

came from one little fig plant, one little seed, one kernel.  One kernel of grain, of corn, of 

barley, of wheat, of rye, of oats is supposed to produce a whole sheath.  One apple seed is 

supposed to produce a tree with a hundred apples.  It is a biblical principle that God 

entrusts us with things and He expects us to end our life with more than that with which 

we began.  How does that happen?   

The only way you can be fruitful is by the principle of receiving as you give.   
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I want you to turn with me just for a moment to Matthew, chapter twenty-five.  

Keep your finger there in Mark, and we will be back in a moment.  Matthew, chapter 

twenty-five, verse fourteen.  We may want to read all of this—it’s that important.  

Matthew 25:14 – “The kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling into a far country, who 

called his own servants and delivered unto them his goods.  And unto one he gave five 

talents, to another two, and to another one, every man according to his several ability 

(that’s collective individuality) and straightway, he took his journey.” 

He left these three stewards, one with five talents, one with two, and one with 

one.  Now a talent doesn’t just mean cooking apple pie or playing the piano.  It is a 

measure of money, a measurement.   

“Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same and 

made them five other talents.”  So, he’s got ten.  So did the man with two—he gained 

two more.  “But he that received one went and digged a hole in the ground and put his 

Lord’s money in it.”  It was his Lord’s money, now.  He is a steward of all these things.  

“And so he that received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, ‘Lord, 

you delivered me five, and here’s five more.’  The Lord said, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You’ve been faithful over a few things, I’ll make thee ruler over much.’ ” 

If you cannot be faithful over a ten thousand a year salary with giving God what is 

His and using it to multiply the Kingdom of God, then it is not likely that you will ever be 

trusted to make fifty or a hundred.   

“He also that had two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you gave me two. I’ve taken 

my two, multiplied them.’  He said, ‘That’s good. You’ve been faithful over a few.  I will 

make you ruler over much.’ ” 
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Do you see the principle?  If you multiply what you have, He will bless you for 

your faithfulness and give you even more.   

“Then he who had received the one talent said, ‘Lord, I knew you are a hard 

fellow to work for. You reap where you haven’t sown and you gather where you haven’t 

strewed.  I was afraid, Lord, so I went and hid my talent in the earth.  And here it is, 

Lord.’ ”   The one back at death, at the end of life, I give you.  I’ve done nothing with my 

ability, with my money, with my witness, with my talent, with my opportunity.  I’ve lived 

selfishly; I’ve not been a blessing to the world.  I’ve not blessed the Kingdom of God.  I 

haven’t given to the cause of Christ, money, time or anything, Lord.  I’ve just kind of 

come to church once in a while on Sunday mornings.  I didn’t start out with much, I 

didn’t do much, I didn’t end up with much. 

Then Jesus says in verse twenty-eight, “ ‘Take the talent from him and give it unto 

the man that has ten.’ ”  Isn’t that amazing!  “ ‘…and cast him into outer darkness where 

there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”  Wow! 

Could this mean that a man who does not even understand the basic concept, the 

principle of giving in order to receive, could not comprehend the cross, and that eternal 

life comes by the giving of Christ for us?  How could a man who can’t understand that 

even be saved?  So cast him into hell.  I don’t know if that is what this means or not, but I 

know that the Lord goes to great lengths to make the point that you are to multiply.  

You’re not supposed to be a guardian of the status quo.  You need to try to make more 

money.  You need to try to have more things.  You need to try to have a bigger Sunday 

School class.  You need to increase your witness.  You need to be increasing the love of 

God in your heart for the world and having a broader ministry.  He wants us to be 
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multiplying all that He has innately given us.  But remember that the principle, the way 

you do it, is that you receive more by giving.  That’s the way you multiply.  Subtraction 

adds and even multiplies. 

Are you a multiplying person?  You are expected to be a multiplier. 

Commandment #4: To steal from God is serious business.   

Over in chapter eleven, verse fifteen, is the next story.  Jesus came into Jerusalem 

one day, and He went into the temple and overthrew the table of the moneychangers and 

the seat of them that sold doves, and would not suffer that any man should carry any 

vessel through the temple.  “And he taught saying unto them, ‘Is it not written, my house 

shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?  But you have made it a den of thieves.’ 

And we find from the other gospel writers that he patiently made a scourge into a whip 

and drove them out. 

What was Jesus so uptight about?  Was it because the evangelist was selling 

books in the lobby of the church?  Hardly.  That’s not the problem.  We’ve just been in a 

foreign country, and every other word, as we tried to buy a souvenir to bring home to the 

missionaries was, “How much is that in American money?”  And we don’t know whether 

it is one or ten—you can’t think that fast.  In these little West-African countries that are 

so small, they all have different kinds of currency.   

In Jesus’ day, when all the people came to Jerusalem, devout Jews from all over 

the world, they all came to pay their money, and they had to pay in Roman money.  But 

some were from Crete, some from Greece, some from Athens, and they had different 

kinds of money.  A man came in the temple who wanted to give a hundred dollars, but he 

didn’t know how much a hundred dollars in Roman money would be.  So he took out a 
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few denari or conscripto or some other kind of foreign money.  It might have been pesos 

or dollars, I suppose, for that matter, if it would have been today.  And there were people 

who sat by the temple, and they said, “Here’s your change,” or “Here’s the amount of 

money that is worth.”  But the people didn’t know if that was correct, so these 

moneychangers were cheating the socks off of them.  And they were getting rich.  They 

were becoming wealthy cheating the people, and Jesus Christ blistered them and whipped 

them and broke their tables and busted up their operation, and drove them out in the 

street. 

Why did Jesus Christ become so angry?  Because, in stealing from the children of 

God, they were stealing from God Himself.   

We’ve never been robbed at this church—not with a gun.  But we get robbed 

every Sunday.  You know, when four thousand members give ninety percent of the 

money, and four thousand give the other ten percent, and another four thousand don’t 

give anything, you’ve really got to wonder if the Lord might have talked to us when He 

said, “Will a man rob God?  Wherein have ye robbed me, saith the Lord?  In tithes and in 

offerings.”  And when we don’t give God His, when we cheat the children of God, when 

we shortchange the people of God, we’re shortchanging God who said, “Inasmuch as ye 

have done it to the least of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.”   

The church is the body of Christ, the extension of God on earth.  To cheat the 

church is to cheat God.  To rob from man is to rob God. You say, “Well, I don’t make 

enough money.  I don’t have anything to give.” Whether you make a hundred dollars a 

month on Social Security or a hundred thousand per, what could be easier than a nice 
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even ten percent from everybody?  That’s exactly what the Lord says to do, and it’s 

exactly what He expects of us.   

I wonder if some of us are not shortchanging our fellow church members?  We 

have ministers that are on call all day and night.  We have an orchestra and professional, 

beautiful music.  And all of this costs money—the ministry that services the program of 

the church.  Is it fair for a third of the people to pay about everything, while the other 

two-thirds virtually have a free ride? 

You say, “I don’t have anything to give.” 

I wonder if some folks would believe that?  We’ve literally seen people in some 

little villages this week that didn’t have any earthly possession.  NOTHING!  Not clothes 

on their body; no where to sleep but the dirt; did not know a living relative; and owned 

not one thing.  Even the beautiful Christian girl who guided us through this village goes 

back home every night and doesn’t stay in town, but goes back home and sleeps on that 

dirt floor with her people in that village so she can witness to them for Christ. 

We’ve got a lady in this church who for the last nine years, I happen to know, has 

been living on fifty dollars a week, two hundred a month, Social Security.  Every week 

for nine years, she has put in twenty-five of that fifty in the Sunday morning offering.  

You say, “Well, she’s got a big retirement.  She’s well-heeled.”  No, she lives in a 

government housing project. 

So He says that to steal from God is a serious business.   

Okay, riches can be a curse—riches aren’t always a blessing.  You can’t out-give 

God.  Commandment number three: You’re expected to multiply.  Commandment 

number four: To steal from God is dead serious business.   
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Commandment #5:  You can lose your stewardship.  You can lose the 

stewardship of the things you do have. 

I want you to turn now to chapter twelve.  “One day Jesus said, ‘A certain man 

planted a vineyard and he put a hedge about it, and he dug a place for the wine vat and 

built a tower. Then he let it out to a man to run it, a husbandman, and he went into a far 

country—he took a journey.  And after awhile he sent to the husbandman a servant that 

he might receive the fruit of the vineyard.  And the men running the vineyard, instead of 

giving the master what was his and the dividends that he should have earned for it, 

caught this servant and beat him up and sent him home with nothing.” 

I won’t read it all, but pretty soon he sends his son and they kill the son.  Now 

listen to verse number seven: “But those husbandmen said among themselves, ‘This is the 

heir to the vineyard. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.’ ” 

Uh-oh!  There’s the problem.  These men did not understand the difference in the 

concept that they were stewards of things, as opposed to being owners of things.  They 

wanted to become owners of that over which they were only stewards. 

You see, you and I don’t own anything, I don’t care what the courthouse says that 

has our name on a piece of paper.  Did you create it?  Can you make one scoopful of dust, 

let alone a house, and you create the wood and bricks out of thin air?  It is all God’s.  You 

must understand that we are only stewards—God is owner of everything.   

Why then do we tithe?  Because in giving the ten percent to God, when it is all 

God’s anyhow, we acknowledge that we understand that He is the owner of everything, 

and that we’re only a steward of the whole hundred percent.  And in acknowledging that, 
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God blesses us, and the ninety percent turns into a hundred and twenty, or a hundred and 

fifty percent.  You say, “How can that be?”  I don’t know.  It’s a miracle!   

But Jesus says this, “What shall therefore (verse nine) the lord of that vineyard 

do? He will come and destroy the husbandmen and will give the vineyard unto others.” 

Oh, preacher! Oh, businessman! Oh, young person, with a ministry, with talents, 

with possessions, with influence, with personality, with looks and brains and opportunity.  

God has blessed us so much and given us so much.  Underscore, “He will give the 

vineyard unto others.”  If you’re not a good steward of what God does give you, not only 

will you not be blessed, but He will take away what you do have and give it to somebody 

that has plenty. 

What is the reasoning that the five turns into ten, the two turns into four, the one 

doesn’t do anything with it. He lives a me/my, selfish life, and God takes it away from 

him.  Why is that?  Because God is going to take it away from him and give it to the man 

who has plenty that he can trust to keep turning it into more.   

I want to warn you.  Some of you are just riding footloose and fancy free.  You’re 

making thirty-five and fifty and eighty and a hundred thousand dollars a year and putting 

in two dollars a Sunday.  I want you to know that you are a steward of it, and you can 

lose your stewardship.   

Commandment #6:  We are to pay our obligations to God as regularly as we 

do the world.   

In case you can’t tell, dear folks, I’m having a good time this morning.  I love to 

preach on money for two reasons.  One is that I love the Kingdom of God, and I love to 

get it and use it for Jesus, and number two, I love to see you be blessed and prosper.  I 
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want to tell you, I’m not taking a thing from you in this sermon; I’m trying to give to you.  

If you can get rightly related to God, get squared out in this, you won’t believe how much 

more blessed, prosperous, happy and full your life is going to become.  It is not a dose of 

bad sell—it is man’s stewardship, and giving is a blessing.  You can’t out-give God. 

Okay, the sixth principle is that we are to pay our obligations to God as regularly 

and as faithfully as we do our obligations to the world.  I really think we ought to say, 

more so.   

Chapter twelve, verse fourteen:  “One day they came to Him trying to trip Him up 

and said, ‘Master, we know you’re a good, true man, and you don’t have respect for 

persons.’  (There’s a loaded question.)  ‘Is it lawful to give to some person here on earth 

tribute, that is Caesar’s, or not?’ ”  Shall we give or shall we not give?  “But He, 

knowing their hypocrisy, said, ‘Why do you guys keep tempting me?  Bring me a penny.  

Bring me a Roman coin.’  And they brought it and He said unto them, ‘Whose image and 

whose superscription is here?’ And they said, ‘Caesar’s.’ ( The superscription said, 

‘Jesus is Lord.’)  He said, ‘Alright, render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 

unto God the things that are God’s.’ ”  Equal.   

Now, you wouldn’t take a gun and go downtown and rob First City or rob Spring 

Branch Savings.  You wouldn’t rob a bank.  But we rob God every morning.  “Wherein 

have ye robbed me?  In tithes and in offerings.” 

We pay our taxes.  Boy, some of you are scared to death if you don’t make that 

payment on that little Regal this month. G.M. is going to repossess it!  And we pay our 

bills at the supermarkets, at the department stores.  We pay our mortgage payments.  “Oh, 

man, I’ve got to make the mortgage payment this week!  I can’t pay God.”  But I want to 
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tell you something.  My first church paid me full time, in Salisaw, Oklahoma, sixty 

dollars a week.  That was full-time.  We had been married about a year, and they took out 

six dollars for Social Security.  We gave six dollars tithe.  And we lived on forty-four 

dollars a week.  More than one time, we came to the end of the month with nothing the 

last five or six or eight days of the month.  But always, somebody would bring in a pot of 

stew or something, and it always came out okay. 

I make a lot more than sixty dollars a week now, but I’ve never changed the 

principle.  I don’t care if I’ve had to choose between the house payment and the car 

payment and the other payments and the tithe, the tithe always came first.   

Tim, you’ve been an evangelist for years.  You call J. Frank Davis at Orchard 

Hills in Dallas, who was my pastor for eleven years.  He will tell you that every morning 

as an evangelist, for twelve years, every Monday morning I sat down and I wrote out a 

tithe from my love offering check, and I wrote out a report of the revival, and I sent it to 

Frank.  Every Monday for twelve years.  My home pastor, when I was an evangelist, 

always got the check, mailed to the church.  First!  Before anybody else.  I think we must 

at least pay our obligation to God as regularly and consistently as to the world.   

Riches can be a curse; you can’t out-give God; you’re expected to multiply; to 

steal from God is serious business; you can lose your stewardship; pay your obligations 

to God as regularly as to the world.   

Commandment #7:  The greatest blessing comes from giving where it hurts.  

The greatest blessings come from giving where it hurts.   

Let’s look at the last story.  Chapter twelve—it’s a short but beautiful little story.  

Over in verse forty-one, please, and we’ll be through.   



 17 

Mark 12:41: “One day Jesus sat over against the treasury.”  (Isn’t that funny?  I 

think He made a point to go sit by the treasury.  I think He was checking on the deacons 

and the preacher and the lay folks.  Wonder how they’re doing in their giving?)  “And 

behold, many people that were rich cast in a whole lot.  But here came a certain poor 

widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.”  (Are you ready for this?  

That is one-eighth of one cent.)  “And He called unto them His disciples and made a 

point out of her and said, ‘That woman, this dear, poor widow, has cast more in than all 

they that have cast in the treasury.’ ”  (That’s inclusive—all!  The whole take for the day 

wasn’t as much in the sight of God as one-eighth of one penny.  Why?) “ ‘For because 

they all did it out of their abundance, but she of her want.’ ”  (She only had an eighth of a 

cent.  She only had two-eighths or three-eighths.  This was out of the bedrock, a bare 

subsistence of life.) 

You know, it is good to give ten thousand dollars a year.  It is good to get a ten 

thousand dollar raise.  But you know, if you’re making seventy-five thousand a year, and 

you get raised to eighty or eighty-five thousand, that doesn’t change your lifestyle that 

much.  Five or ten thousand is not all that much more to get or to give.  If you make 

eleven thousand a year, and you get twelve thousand or eleven five, that little extra five 

or eight percentage, that’s not all that much money to get or to give.  But if you’re 

making fifty dollars a week, and you’re giving twenty-five, that’s a lot of money.   

Isn’t it wonderful that the Lord created a nice, easy, simple thing like ten percent 

for everybody?  So whether you are a millionaire or just live on Social Security, it all 

comes out even.   
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Well, I don’t have any great, dynamite illustration to close with.  I wish it did.  

But I just want to tell you, I’ve been a Christian for about twenty-seven years, and I’ve 

tried to live by these principles, and they’re beautiful, and they’re wonderful, and they 

work!  And so have most of you.  And you who are not, I want to say that the Lord loves 

you very much.  He’s proven His love with your health, your family, your joy, your 

church, your city, your salvation.  You and I, friends, are living in the lap of luxury.  I 

mean, we are perhaps the most blessed city on this globe.  And ninety-five percent of the 

people don’t know anything like what we know:  “To whom much is given, much is 

required.”  Be faithful over a little bit. He will test you.  He will start to make you a ruler 

over much. 

Let’s stand and pray. 

 
 
 


